religious
sunday.

girl (left)
's of the
5 at the
slaygroup.

‘htime at
h Asian
canteen
the food.

SUITUFULLE dlll WCe  aic appcai
ing for strength for our
friends who are still in
Uganda,” she explained.

Cola tins replaced orna-
mental candlesticks for the
makeshift service and
incense was burned as the
women beat time with
batons provided by officials
at the camp. The women
danced barefoot and wore
colourful saris.

This week’s ceremony is
equivalent to our own
Christmas and is a prelude
to Diwali—the Hindu new
year.

Mrs. Beyts said on Mon
day “I was very touched
that they asked me to be
their guest of honour. 1
found it a very moving
ceremony.” Brig. Beyts was
also present.

MOBILE SHOP
AND BUSES
FOR CAMP

provide the refugees with a
few minor luxuries.

On Monday a van. manned
by staff from the Round-
about Stores in Newtown
Road were selling such
items as fruit, sweets,
toothpaste, shampoo, soap
and candles. ;

Many of the refugees
were eager to buy air mail
stationery to write to
friends who are still in
Uganda.

Meanwhile the  Alder
Valley Tractionn Company
are running two buses daily
between the camp and
Newbury.

The service started on
Friday and all of the double-
decker vehicles are filled.
The Asians are charged
normal fares.

MP at camp

Newbury’s MP, Mr. John
Astor, visited th_.e _Greenham

1] .

camp at Greenham after
a harvest festival on
Thursday.

The harvest service was the
first official function for child-
ren at the new Fir Tree Pri-
mary School.. They hope the
produce they sent to Green-
ham will brighten up barrack
blocks which are serving as
homes for the Asians.

In addition numerous gifts
were also distributed to old
people after the service.

Parents were invited to go
along to the service. After a
short address. by the Rev.
Ernest Clark there was singing
with accompaniment from a
guitar and accordion, and
children read their own har-
vest poems. Headmaster Mr.
Jack Baker concluded with a
reading of a modern poem.

Asians given
500 razors

Gillette Industries Ltd. have

"~ given 500 razors to the refugee
~Asians at (Greenham as a
‘result of an appeal by the

Rev. John Gann, Rector of
Newbury.

He says that more razors
and blades are still required
and there is also a need for
umbrellas. These and other
items, such as warm clothing
and toys, can be left at the
parish church.

“ADOPT ' FAMILY
FOR A DAY

In an effort to help
refugees settle into the British
way of life, local churches
are arranging for people to
‘“adopt” an Asian family for
the day. If you can help,
contact your local clergy-
man or the Rev. John Gann

. Newbury 326.

an

-
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EWBURY'’S South Berks
College is busily organ-
1sing classes for newly-
ajrived Ugandan-Asians at
Greenham,

On Monday “ O ” level maths

and English lessons got under
way, and it is hoped to begin
classes in English Literature,
physics and perhaps geography
and other subjects .within the
near future.

Mr. A. Owen, head of the
| building department, is repre-
senting the college at Greenham
and is using his experience to
advise on further education.

It is hoped to develop adult.
educati_on with day-time classes |

and evening classes and to pro-
vide a reading room in the
- further education block. '

The college has been nomin-

ated as' a centre for “ O ” levels

by the Cambridge Board — the i

body used by.Ugandan schools
— and 1is oﬁerlng exams in
- November.

~ About 40 Asians at Greenham
had already entered for the
November exams in Uganda
prior to their departure.

Several students arrived in:

this country with “A” levels.

One girl of 18 has already

obtained a place in Harrow

College . of Technology - in

science subjects.

The college is recommendmg-

engineering - students .to join
courses at ‘the Oxford Poly-
technic. ;

=
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New{bury’s medical officer
of health,, Dr. Robert Handy
led a team of doctors and

meeting a committee of 10
refugees who
make themselves responsible
for the various aspeqts of

offered to

b4

while we were in Uganda,”
he said: “If you® were &ist
walking along the street the
soldiers  would beat you and

nurses and after early
examinations on Monday he
said that the refugees Some. are helping Ministry
appeared to be as fit as a|of  Defence policemen by
normal cross-section of the | acting as stewards around the

hit you with their guns.’

In° Uganda Kiran worked as an
engineer 'in a textile mill and
he hopes to find similar’
work in Britain.

camp life.

British populatian. AaRADy ;. % Ganatra Shashikant is also’

One of the early Dmnblems Volunteers . from Newbury| 25 years old. He lived 50

was in teaching the refugees to | churches have been cleaning| miles from Kampala and

use toilet facilities. : |barrack . blocks before each| worked as an accountant.
Voluntary organisations have | batch of Asians arrives. Anyone| His father had his own shop

F played a vital role .at Green-|who wants to join. them for| in Uganda where he says
ham. Red <Cross, St. Tohn|the rest of this week can get| soldiers looted Asians of

to Greemham on a: their wvaluables.

Ambulance, WRVS and Salva:|a lift
are all|special mini-bus which leaves I enjoy being here at Green-

tion ‘Army members
involved. St. Nicolas Church at 9.30 ham,” he says. ‘“ The way
One of the WRVS tasks has each morning and returnvs at they are treating us is
noon. manvellous.” - ;

been collecting warm clothing
which i1s -a necessity fori
refugees from a hot climats.”

Many of the Asians were
wrapped in heavy cioats
yvesterday but the WRYS are
still - appealing for gloves
and scarves. Appeals have
also gone out for razor
blades and umbrellas “amd
any of these - items may be
left at St. Nicolas Parish
Church in Newbury from

where . they will be fer-
warded. ‘ * _
More ‘than 130 children

-urned up when the re-settle-
nent school opened yesterdsy.
Jver 80 of these were for the
ive to 1l-year-old section.

Headmaster of the school is
vr. Victor Roussel who hes
ween seconded from Newbury’s
ohn Rankin junior school for
his term.’

The voungsters will Dbe
aught English but one of the
12in aims of the school is to
elp children relax and get
ccustomed to' the way an |
nglish school is run. :
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Alter nine hours in an aircraft, three hours at Stansted airport and a further four
hotirs on a coach these refugees arrive at Greenham.

JAIR BASE TAKING 40
MORE ASIANS

!GREENIIAM COMMON transit base will

S - ) B | EPALSBRSALY o

Volunteer Derck Reeh notes a refugee family's particulars soon after thelr arrlval
at Greenham alr base transit camp on Tuesday.
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Labour Party in
Asians issue

NE\\BL RY town council- =0
x Dick Easterbrook
=igned  from lth
L party  because “he
dos ot share their views
o the housing of refugee
from Uganda.

rh there are certain
sho think that my views
cing to Labour
" says S2-year-
ok

o one of 60 marchers
aently protested n
azunst bringing Asians

kx

4 counail meetings he has
S0 opposed a move 0 give
ey iocal ccunal houses, He
23 ey \hou!d not be grven
e over others who have
fem o the house waiting  list
e ume
he seriously con-
revigmng  after a con-
labour party mecting
tago when he got the

hat his views were
# emharrassment to the party.

"I have thought about it a
Fol deal and decided it was

He was one of the coundillors
who led the successful fight
against the policy of selling
council houses.

1YY

He says he will contoue on
the council and at the next elec-
tion he may consider standing as
an independent candidate.

* 1 shall do my utmost on the

council to see that the refugees
local

VL0 ymportant issue that || o not gel prionty over I
%o regn,” he said people on the housing list,” he
C ; brook ; says.
wn asterbros explains
L .¢sv n 3 Letter to the| Coun. Easterbrook would like
2 page § 10 see Greenham air base used

as accommodation for the local
homeless when it finishes its role
as a transit camp for the
| refugees

| In April last year he gave onc
of his kidneys in a transplant
operation which saved the life of
“ Miv lsst vear and sioce then | his  daughter  Rosaknd.  The
g 7av been one of his| family live at 368 London Road,
Ban amierests, Newbury.

eman electnician, he has
«d the | ahour movement
number  of years and
v the party about four years

He a5 elected 10 the council

less traffic at
Death Junction”

A ROAD COUNT of vehicles carried out by Borough
Cowaal oflicials at the A4 - Brumme!l Road junction
week has revealed a * fair sized " reduction in traffic
teasimilar count in 1970 — before the M4 was built.

st

S

*fany apo the figures for | ————
way with islands in the nnddle

0opeood were 22,963
Caioumis (a peu sl oo make 1t less dangerous for
me with Jorries | turning cars .
Camnbng more
O E and The strewch of Ad at Brum-|
© lew) passing the i
il af 498 pedes- mel Road has become known |
ted as  death junction since  a

fatal socident abowt two moulln‘i
m:on Tuesday | ago, and hus been the subject of
ducied for | o peution signed by 1,200 local
e, el M. Alan | residems |

(TR 2

o ; I‘, '.'] ‘:L’::‘:Iy‘::; ‘.Specn Parish  Council have

i here had heen | 310 taken up the matter and at

reduction gn | @ meelng last week  members

e e pedestrians | WeI€ told that no reply had been

e | received 1o their request for a

pedestnian  crossing.  The c¢lerk

agreed 10 wride 1o the highway
authonty again s

CHEMIST

Octo-
Hickman and
Market Place

> ke reperted to |
e Borough l

Fut :n the

e ert "

tation about

bs PN Boanted by
‘ e Derartment |
T s divisional |

. Late service 6 to 7 pm
[ ' ¢ allempting |u| ber % and 6
stmeet qhat | Son, Lid., 21
Bt | Vievements are October 9,10 and 1) and S:n-
oo he possibility div, Octoher 8 (12 no n 0!l )
e, SUdednan crosaing | pm) S. A, Jones, 59 Cheap
v dual carnage- | Street. |

could not cope with a

greater number.

Camp administrator, Beig. Bill Beyts said yesterday
that' the Ugandan Re-settiement Board had asked him to
take 1,600 refugees Inﬁnl‘ol l,ﬁ.)O.

He told a Press con!'e;cnccion Monday that the

number of refugees the camp could

sewerage facilitics.  Though

ake pvas governed by
the gﬂﬂ' k blocks could

accommrodate 1,700 it was decided to'give ‘the camp a
1,200 capacity because the sewerago .works might not be

able to cope with more.

Equipment will be given a
thorough inspection when the
origin 1,2 capacity is
reached. The popu}a!ion of
the camp will then in-
creased by 100 at a time with
regular checks on the sewer-
age works.

A Rg-gettlement Boatd
spokesman ‘said last night that,
Brig. Beyts had been asked to
increase the capacity of the
Greenham Camp because every
available bed. is needed.

Great care would be téken
to ensure that all the camp's
faciliues could cope.

The refugees are settling in
well, say officials. The re-
settlement  school and play-
Rroup opened yesterday and
Greenham  became the first
transit camp to offer educa-
tional facilities.

A dozen Department of
Employment ofhcials have |
moved into offices at the base
and their efforts have alreadyI
found new homes and jobs for
19 refugees who have left
Greenham.

The first batch of 63 Asians
arrived at Greenham just after
midnighi on Sunday-—several
hours earlier than bad been
expected. Most were o tired
to eat a meal and after brief
health checks they were taken
to their quarters in some of the
63 barrack blocks.

After their late breakfast on
Monday he made a speech of
welcome and then heakh
officals began more stringent
checks.

Newbury's medical officer
of health, Dr. Robert Handy
led a team of doctors and

nurses and after early
examinations on Monday he
sald  that  the refugees

appeared to be as fit as a
normal cross-seothomn  of the
British population.

One of the early problems
was in teaching the refugees to
use toilet facilities. ‘

Voluntary orranisations have
played a vital role at Green-
ham. ‘Red Cross, St John
Ambulance, WRVS and Salva.
tion Army members are all
involved.

One of the WRVS tasks has
been collecting warm clothing,
which s a  necessity  for
refugees from a hot climate

Many of the Asians were
wrapped  In heavy  oovats
yesterday but the WRYVS are
still  appealing for gloves
and scarves.  Appeals have
also  gone out for razor
blades and umbrellas and’
any of these Items may be
left at  St. Nicolas Parish
Church in Newbury from
where they will he for-
warded.

More than 130 children
turned up when the re-settle.
ment school opened vesterdoy.!
Over 80 of these were for the'
five to ll.year-old section. |

Headmaster of the school is
Mr. Victor Roussel who has
been seconded from Newbury's
Tohn Rankin junior school for
this term.

The  youngsters  will  be
taught English but one of the
main aims of the school ig to

help  children  relax and  get
accustomed to the way an|
English school is run.

The playxroup is being run

by the Newbury and District

Playzroup  Association  with
Mrs. Angela Cousins from
the county coungil.social ser-
vices department "in overall
charge

Between 30 and 40 under
fives attended yesterday.
Several mothers and fathers
went along and stayed with
their children during the
morning.  Helpers are taking
their own children along as
playmates for the Asians.

Adults will be taught
British way of lite by
South Berks College
Further Education.

the
the
of

In the canteen the caterers
are trying to introduce the
refugees gradually to English
foods. Meat and vegetable pie
was very well received on
Tuesday and yesterday apple
pie and custard was offered
as a sweet,

One of the problems in
cooking Indian dishes is that
the caterers do not know what
they should look like when
prepared. But the refugees
have shown themselves only
too keen to give advice on
preparing the foods. Several
help by doing odd jobs around
the kitchens.

Many of the Aslans have
shown a wllllngness to belp
wherever they can and
yesterday Brig. Beyts was
meetlng a committee of 10
refugees who oflered to
make themselves responsible
for the varlous aspeats of
camp life.

Some are helping  Ministry
of  Defence policemen by
acting as stewards around the
camp.

Volunteers from Newbury
churches have been cleaning
barrack  blocks  before  each
batch of Asians arrives. Anyone
who wants to join them for
the rest of this week can get
a lift to Greenham on a
special mini-bus which leaves
St. Nicolas Church at 930
each mornine and returns at
noon.

o
T

|
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A welcome cup of tea for one mother and child.
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LIFE OF
FEAR IN
UGANDA

A WEEK AGO Kiran Patel

" was living on his nerves
in a town 200 miles from
the Ugandan capital of
Kampala.

Yesterday he was sitting in
the autumn sunshine at the
refugee  transit camp at
RAF Greenham and look-
ing forward to a new life in
Britain.

Kiran (25) arrived at Green-
ham on Mon with his
wife and 10-wedk-old baby.
For the first time in weeks
he is now able to leave
them without fearing for
their safety.

“I worried 24-hours a day
while we were in Uganda,”
he said. " If you were just
walking along the street the
soldiers would beat you and
hit you with their guns.

In Uganda Kiran worked as an
engineer in a textile mill and
he hopes to find similar
work in Britain.

Ganatra  Shashikant is also
25 years old, He lived 50
miles from Kampala and
worked as an acocountant.
His father had his own shop
in Uganda where he says
soldiers looted Asians of
their valuables.

*1 enjoy being here at Green-
ham," he says. " The way
they are treating us s
marvellous.”

New bus
but no

All a spokesman would say
was that they would move to the
new bus station when " appro-

priate office and staff facilities ™
! were available, the provision of
which was currently being dis-
cussed with the Jocal authority.

Representatives of Alder Val-
ley are meeting the Town Clerk
today to continue negotiations
which have Jasted over a year.

As long ago as 1969 the bus
company had arranged to rent
buildings from Ravenseft, and
the Corporation agreed to pro-
, vide the hard-standing on the
;‘iu‘ which they have done,

+ But st year the company
‘md that in view of their

** serious financial position ™ they
could not do this, and asked
the corporation to consider pro-
| vidiag r}:ulixia jointly.

| The councd’s planaing com-
! mittece then agreed o provide
i the money for a waiting - room.
enquiry office and left-luggage

office, considering that these
| were facilities to be used by the
general  public.  Alder alley

would rent premises from Raven-
| seft for their own facilities such
as canteen, kitchen and.changing
rooms.
But now the bus company
have suggested that the council
should rent the building for staff

POLICE hav
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The girl desc

The mea, w
and wearlng a

of a man who committed a
sexual assault™ on an ll-year-old girl at

with two vertical white stripes,
trousers, and black ankle-longth sljp-on boots.

Girl attacked

¢ issued this identikit picture
“ serious

nday.

The girl, who lives in the village, was acoosted

Sewerage Works in Heath End

Lane between 4.40 pm and 5 pm.
Police have appcaled for anyone who was In

time to contact them at Basing-
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ALDER VALLEY were still operating !

yesterday — four days after gheir lic
site expired. And the company could not
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town centre re-development.
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After nine hours in an aircraft, three hours at Stansted airport and a further four
hours on a coach these refugees arrive at Greenham.

AIR BASE TAKING 400

Volunteer Derek Reeh notes a refugee famlly’s partlculaxs soon after their arrival
at Greenham air base transit camp on Tuesday.

ORE ASIANS

REENHAM COMMON transit base will
accommodate 400 more Asian refugees
than was originally planned despite a state-
ment on Monday that sewerage facilities
could not cope with a greater number.

Camp administrator, Brig. Bill Beyts said yesterday
that the Ugandan Re-settlement Board had asked him te

take 1,600 refugees instead of 1,200.

He told a Press conference on Monday that the
number of refugees the camp could take was governed by
sewerage facilities. Though the barrack blocks could
accommodate 1,700 it was decided to give the camp a
1,200 capacity because the sewerage works might not be

able to cope with more.

Equipment will be given a
thorough inspection when the
original 1,200 capacity is
reached. The population of
the camp will then be in-
creased by 100 at a time with
regular checks on the sewer-
age works.

A Re-settlement  Board
spokesman said last night that
Brig. Beyts had been asked to
increase the capacity of the
Greenham Camp because every
available bed is needed. .

Great care would be taken
to .ensure that all the camp’s
facilities could cope.

The refugees are settling in
well, say officials. The re-
settlement school  and play-
grouyp opened yesterday and
Greenham = became the . first
transit camp to offer educa-
tional facilities.

A dozen Department of
Employment officials -~ have
moved into offices at the base
and their efforts have already
found new homes and jobs for
'19 refugees who have left
! Greenham,

! The first batch of 63 Asians
arrived at Greenham just after
midnight on  Sunday—several

hours earlier than had been
expected. Most wara tan o:—.t

The' playgroup is being run
by the Newbury and District
Playgroup Association with
Mrs.  Angela Cousins from
the county coungil social ser-
vices department in overall
charge.

Between 30 and 40 under
fives attended yesterday.
Several mothers and fathers
went along and stayed with
their children during the!
morning. Helpers are taking|
their own children along as
playmates” for the Asians.

Adults will be taught the
British way of lite by the
South Berks College of
Further Education.

In the canteen the caterers
are trying: to introduce the
refugees gradually to English
foods. Meat and vegetable pie
was very well received on
Tuesday and yesterday apple
pie and custard was offered
as a sweet.

One of the problems in
cooking Indian dishes is that
the caterers do not know what
they should look like when
prepared. But the refugees

A welcome cup of tea for one mother and child.

LIFE OF
FEAR IN
UGANDA

A WEEK AGO Kiran Patel |

was living on his nerves !

in a town 200 miles from|
' the Ugandan -capital of

Kampala. a8
Yesterday he was sitting in'

the autumn sunshine at the

refugee transit camp at
RAF  Greenham and look-




Asian women enjoy their first shopping tri» to Newbury on Friday when Alder Valley
Services began laying on special services from RAF Greemham. Our photographer
pictured them as they toured shops in Northbrook Street.

REENHAM COMMON
refugee transit camp for
Ugandan Asians is running
“like clockwork ” this week
as it nears its- 1,600
capacity.

Chief administrator, Brig. Bill
Beyts said yesterday that about
1,000 refugees are nmow housed
in barrack blocks at the RAF
base. He thought it quite pos-
sible that the camp would fill

up over the weekend.

So far 1,800 refugees have!
arrived at Greenham. Of thesej
375 were brought in temporarily |
at the weekend and were moved
on to another camp in Wales on
Monday.

Another 400 have left for,
accommodation arranged by!
relatives living elsewhere in the
country.

Re-settlement work at the
camp is just getting into full
swing and ofticials will soon
begin placing refugees in jobs
and accommodation throughout
Britain.

The massive intake of Asians
last week — and especially at
the weekend — has meant long
hours for the medical team who

. have been administering health
checks '

Brig. Beyts paid special tri-
bute to their work. “I am very
proud of the efforts of Dr.
Rotgert Handy, the Medical
Officer of Health, his staff and
all the volunteers,” he said+“We
owe them a great debt for their

tremendous efforts.”

A special train took -
Asians from N- -
course st~**
N

Brig. Beyts says the refugees *

are settling in well . and are
showing a great willingness to
help wherever possible.

“The whole operation is
becoming much more automatic
now,” he says. ‘ Things are
beginning to run like clock-
work. For the first time we are
having time to think.”

Refugees at the camp include
a former ladies’ hairdresser who
is starting her own salon in the
same block as the camp laun-
dry. There is: also a former
Kampala county councillor and
a woman who used to run her
own driving school.

The 'Americans have offered
the refugees use of their youth
club and it will serve as a com-
munity centre ‘during -the day
and youth centre in the even-
ings. Authorities are appealing
for toys, board games and dis-
posable cutlery and cups for
use in this centre.

Three televisions have. been
given for use at the camp. Two

| have been placed.in the recrea-

tion area of the canteen and
the other will go in the com-
munity centre.

Council may
repair houses
for Asians

Newbury Town Council are
looking into the possibility of
renovating two empty proper-
ties which could be used to
house refugee Asians.

And they will also be con-
sidering renting empty proper-
ties from private owners which
could be sub-let: to either
Asians or local people.

A special committee formed
to look into Asian housing
agreed on Monday that council
officials should investigate the
cost of both ideas.

The houses which may be
renovated were bought by the
council some time ago with a
view to demolition to make way
for a new road which has yet
to be built. o
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SECOND Prayers
seerion |for those

- still in

¥ Uganda

EFUGEES at the Greenham Common

Asian  women (above)
dance around Mrs. Ruby
Beyts who was guest of:
honour at a religious
ceremony on Sunday.

*

A young Asian girl (left)
forgets the fears of the
past few weeks at the
transit camp playgroup.

*

Below Lunchtime at
Greenham with Astan
youths helping canteen
staff to serve the food.

transut base are this week celebrating
one of the major religious festivals of the

Hindu year.

The week started with a special ceremony in the
canteen on Sunday when Mrs. Ruby Beyts, wife of the
camp administrator, was guest of honour.

With a garland of flowers around her neck, Mrs,
Beyts stood in front of a makeshift shrine while Asian
women danced around her singing religious songs.

The ceremony included
prayers to the Goddess
Ambama for the safety of
Asian families who are still
in Uganda.

There were also traditional
prayers that spinsters should
have happy marriages and
that married women should
have children and happiness. -

The ceremony was Orga-
nised by Mrs. Laxmi Patel
whose husband is stilt
Uganda and who is expect-
ing her first child
month.

Ambama is a figure of
strength and we are appeal-
ing for strength for our
friends who are still in
Uganda,” she explained.

Cola tins replaced orna-

mental candlesticks for the .

makeshift service and
incense was burned as the
women beat time with
batons provided by officials
at the camp. The women
danced barefoot and wore
colourful saris.

This week’s ceremony is
equivalent to our own
Christmas and is a prelude
to Diwali—the Hindu new
year.

Mrs. ‘Beyts said on Mon
day “I was very touched
that they asked me to be
their guest of honour. 1
found it a very moving
ceremony.” Brig. Beyts was
also present.

MOBILE SHOP
_AND BUSES_ ﬂ
“FOR CANMP

A  Newbury store has -
opened a mobile shop at the
Greenham transit ‘camp .to
provide the refugees with a
few minor luxuries.

On Monday a van manned
by staff from the Round-

about Stores in Newtown
Road were selling such
items  as fruit, sweets,
toothpaste, shampoo, soap
and candles. 7

Many of the refugees
were eager to buy air mail
stationery to write to
friends who are still in,
Uganda. y

Meanwhile the Alder
Valley Tractionn Company

are running two buses daily

between ~ the camp and
Newbury.
The service started on

Friday and all of the double-
decker vehicles are _filled.
The Asians are charged
normal fares.

MP at camp

- Newbury's MP, Mr. John
Astor, visited the Greenham
transit camo on Saturdav and

' and blades are-still require

School gift:
for Asian
refugees

A NEWBURY schoc
‘sent fruit and flowe
to the refugee trans
camp at Greenham aft

a harvest festival

Thursday. ;

The harvest service was t
first official function for chil
ren at the new Fir Tree Pi
mary School. They hope th
produce they sent to Gr
ham will brighten up barr:
blocks which are serving
homes for the Asians.

In addition numerous gi
were also distributed to o
people after the service.

Parents were invited to g
along to the service. After
short address the Rej
Ernest Clark there was singi
with accompaniment fromaj
guitar and accordion,
children- read their own hal
vest poems. Headmaster 'M
Jack Baker concluded with
rcadmg of a modern poem.

Asians given
300 razors

Gillette Industries Ltd. has
* given 'S00 razors to the refi
~Asians  at Greenham as
“‘result of an appeal by
Rev. John Gann, Rector
Newbury.

He says that more razo

and there is also a need £
umbrellas. These and oth
items, such as warm clothi
and toys, can be left at ti
parish church,

“ ADOPT’ FAMILY
‘FOR A DAY

In an effort to

he

- refugees settle into the Briti

way of llfe, local church

are arrangmg for people

“adopt ” an Asian family f

the day. If you can he

contact your local clers
san or the Rev. John Ga
Newbury 326.

\ _—
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REFUGEES at the Greenham Common
transit base are this week celebrating
one of the major religious festivals of the

Hindu year.

The week started with a s
canteen on Sunday when Mrs.
camp administrator, was guest of honour. v
With a garland of flowers around her neck, Mrs.
Beyts stood in front of a makeshift shrine while Asian

pecial ceremony in the
Ruby Beyts, wife of the

women danced around her singing religious songs.

The ceremony included
brayers to the Goddess
Ambama for the safety of
Asian families who are still
in. Uganda,

There were also traditional
prayers that spinsters should
have happy marriages and
that married women should
have children and happiness,

The ceremony was orga-
nised by Mrs. Laxmi Pate]
whose husband g still in
Uganc_ia and who is expect-

School gifts

for Asian
refugees ;

er only a ew hours
- friends. The white

Aft

at the transit camp' pl
boy went there with

aygroup these two youngs
his mother who is one of the helpers.

LR

ters were firm.
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Wedding Receptions and Parties for
100 persons. Our speclality in the Riv
"

Reserval

Price 3p

New Year's

Jack O'Newbury ™ Room

or Christmas Lunehec
ve Dinner Dance taker
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{ the] THE DUKE OF EDIN-

_°f 1 BURGH will be spending

“had | - the afternoon at Kennet
the| School, Thatcham, on

urn-| December 1 in connection

¢ 0! with his award scheme.

con-; Prince Philip will meet 800
is youngsters from all over

nber the county who will show
cull, him the projects they are
this working on for the scheme.
e to| The school will be dosed for
hing the day to mllow the exhibits
wund to be displayed in the hall
and gymnasium. Pupils from
>een the Kennet will be able to
itely see Prince Philip after the
arly official visit is finished.
.. | He is expected to arrive at
4ry’s: 330 pm by helicopter from
not Oxfordshire, and leave by
“l’;h car at five o'clock.
vpof Mr. George Hurford, head-
master of the Kennet
neet | School, is likely to be in the
zion | official party to welcome the
seen Duke.
1 to| In charge of the wvisit will be
are Mr. H. Bramwell, the county
pas- ogencil’'s deputy clerk. Mr.
Tony Norman, assistant
he | ocounty youth officer, (s res-
with ponsible for detalled
. arrangements. . —e
. I & Y- ‘*,‘ et
Py PP C e VT
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escription
rret face’
attacker -

adley sex attacker is continuing.
cation of an identikit picture in
ekly News police now have more
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hich

Ih-:'

... PRODUCTION

M .

ns. More work has meant that

wiar | no men have had to be laid of
at Reed Board Mills, Thatcham,

ned, this week.

ace, On Wednesday last week all

three board-making machines
had to be shut down and a
large number of production and
nary | engineering  staff were sent
{ home for the day.

oul-
n at

ane

REENHAM COMMON
refugee transit camp for
Ugandan Asians is running
“like clockwork " this week !

,F'sible that the camp would fill

up over the weekend.

So far 1,800 refugees haye
arrived at Greenham. Of these
375 were brought in temporarily
at the weekend and were moved '
on to another camp in Wales on !
Monday,

Another 400 have left. for
accommodation arranged by
relatives living elsewhere in the
country. ,

Re-settlement work at the
camp is just getting .into full
swing and officials will soon!
begin placing refugces in jobs
and accommodation throughout
Britain.

The massive intake of Asians
last week — and especially at
the weekend — has meant long
hours for the medical team who
have been administering health
checks

Brig. Beyts paid special tri-
bute to their work. “I am very
proud of the. efforts of Dr.
Robert Handy, the’ Medical
Officer of Health, his staff and
all the volunteers,” he said “We
owe them a great debt for their
tremendous efforts.”

A special train took the 1375
Asians  from Newbury Race-
course station to-Tonfaunau in
North  Wales. Alder  Valley
buses operated a shuttle service
to the train.

NOISY DOGS

Asian women cnjoy their first shopping trip to Newbury on Friday when Alder Valley
Services began laying on special services from RAF Greenham. Our photographer
pictured them as they toured shops in Northbrook Street,

1,000 ASIANS NOW
AT AIR BASE

Brig. Beyts says the refugees
are settling in well and are
showing a great willingness to
help wherever possible.

2 : “The whole operation is
as it nears its 1,600 | becoming much more automatic
capacity. guv{,".hc says, * Things are

Coiet sdminisutor, Brig mi | DSRS0 fon ke clock
B said_yesterday that about | o005 ol s
g time to think.
1 refugeey are paw housed 4 5
n . barrack bmigks at thet RAF[> Refugees at the.camp include

jse..He théught it quite.pos- | &former ladies’ hairdresser who

{s.starting her own salon in the
same block as the camp laun-
dry. There is also a former
Kampala county councillor and
a woman who used to run her
own driving school.

The Americans have offered
the refugees use of their youth
club and it will serve as a com-
munity centre during the day
and youth centre in the even-
ings. Authorities are appealing
for toys, board games and dis-
posable cutlery and cups for
use in this centre.

Three televisions have been
given for use at the camp. Two
have been placed in the recrea-
tion area of the canteen and
the other will go in the com-
munity centre,

I'to be built, -

Council may
repair houses
for Asians

' N/ N
Mawbl®" Towr™ Council are
ldoklns intoAhe possibility of
renovating tWo empty proper-
ties which could be used to
house refugee- Asians.

And they will also be con-
sidering rentlng empty proper-
ties from private owners which
could “be sub-let to either
Asians or local people.

A special committee formed
to look into Asian housing
agreed on Monday that council
officials should investigate the
cost of both ideas.

The houses which may be
renovated were bought by the
council some time ago with a
view to demolition to make way
for a new road which has yet

Protest to Queen
on Common Market

LOCAL schoolmaster has written to the Queen to urge
| her not to give the royal assent to the European Com-
munities Bill next week. He is Mr, W, E. Bell, a member
of the Newbury and District Anti-Common Market Group,
who teaches literature at Douai School, Woolhampton.

This latest move is a final bid
by ‘Mr. Bell to

stop the  Bill | ratification or refusal on to the

subjects. This wil throw the

nation *

Storm

looms

over bus fare
concessions

OLD FOLK living east of Ne

wbury are nct 1o be

to do their weekly shopping in Thatcham u:
proposals for a concessionary bus fares scheme

all old folk in the Newbury

Classes for
Asians at '

college

EWBURY'S South Berks,
College is busily organ-
ising classes for newly-
arrived Ugandan-Asians at.
Greenham, \

On Monday * O " level maths
and English lessons got under
way, and it is hoped to begin,
classes in English Literature,'
physics and perhaps geography!
and other subjects within. the!
near future. :

Mr. A. Owen, head of the|
building- department, is repre-
senting the college at Greenham |
and is using his experience to
advise on further education.

It is hoped to develop adult
education with day-time classes
and evening classes and to pm-|
vide a reading room in the
further education block.

The college has been nomin-
ated as a centre for “ O ™ levels .
by the Cambridge Board — the |
body used by Ugandan schools

and is offering exams in
November. .

JAbout 40 Asians at Greenham
had already entered for the
November exams in Uganda
prior to their departure.

" Several students arrived in
this country with “A” levels.

One girl of 18 has already
obtained a place in Harrow
College  of Technology. fn

sclence subjects.

The college is recommending
engineering students to joln
courses at the Oxford Poly-
technic, :

INSURANCE
BROKER FOR
20 YEARS

Newbury's longest .serv-
ing insurance broker died!
suddenly yesterday at the
age of 65. 1 \

Mr. Gilbert\William Briddon
Bennett was ‘found dead at his
home at 94 New Road, Tadley.

Mr. Bennett started his own
firm.in Newbury in 1952 after;
having worked for the Norwich
Union .company in the town for
a number of years. He wasi
managing director of the firm:
which has another office at' Bas-
ingstoke, run by co-director
Mrs. W, ]. Vare.

He was born in Oxford and
served in the Merchant Navy
for a -time before Roing into
insyrance. He went back to the
Navy during the last war.,

He was a keen beckeeper and -
was secretary of the Newbury |
and District Beckeepers' Asso- |
ciation for many years. He held |
the same post with the New-|
bury Operatic Society and with
the local Sea Cadets.

Funeral details have yet to be
arranged.

Rural District Cou:
will be given token
them get to New
shop. When the p
were agreed by th:
finance and
poses committee
day members were
that the move wi
voke strong react:
Thatcham shopkecp

Mr. Peter Robinsor
for Woolhampton, sa:
on the eastern side «
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of their shopping 1n
and it is being un:.
count Thatcham Broa.
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Cliffurd Pott replied
don’t regard Thatchu
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months.
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Asians in
protest
at jobs

delay

MPLOYMENT officials

at the Greenham Com-
mon refugee transit camp
have been' criticised for
being “ very, very slow” in
finding jobs for the Asians:
expelled from Uganda. |

In a radio programme broad- |
cast live from Greenham on
Sunday, Asian committee chair-
man Mr. Sucklackshan Kumar
Ahluwalia said the delay in|
getting jobs was causing a great'
deal of frustration among his
people.

And he told an NWN
reporter yesterday that the
situation was so bad that he is
acting as an' unofficial employ-
ment exchange, putting his
people in touch with employers
who contact the camp.

Today he has arranged for a
party of 50 to travel to
Southampton to be interviewed
for a variety of jobs. He has
also been in touch with a
Reading businessman who has
told him that he has 20 jobs
and homes to offer.

Up to yesterday the official
employment  exchange had
placed 20 men and three women
in jobs and accommodation. Of
576 people interviewed up to
Friday 66 had been submitted
for jobs and some were still
awaiting replies.

Greenham exchange manager,
Mr. Samuel Arnold, replied to
the criticism yesterday. ‘1
can’t see that we can really
speed things up,” he said.
“Accommodation is the key to.
the whole problem.”

He said that d4 skilled  staff
of about 10 are working * flat
out” to place Asians in jobs.

Mr. Sucklackshan Kumar
Ahluwalia was interviewed in
the Radio Four current affairs
programme ‘ From the Grass
"Roots.” He said that he is a
fully qualified teacher with five
years experience who applied
for a job through the employ-
ment exchange at Greenham a
fortnight ago but had heard
" nothing.

The youth and community
centre set up at Greenham

« last week is already being!
idsed a great deal during the
daytime and evenings and
organisers have appealed for

: indoor games and the use of

a mini bus to help them cope

with demand. S

A county council spokesman

says “Life in the camp is
somewhat restricted and one of
the biggest headaches facing us
is boredom and apathy. The
heavy demand being made on
the centre demonstrates the
need of the Asians to occupy
and interest themselves.”




to cross the street to keep
out of their way.”

Similars  comments
from Brig. Bill Beyts, the
camp’s chief administrator, Dr
is just malicious,” he said. “I
suppose you are bound to get
a few people who spread
stories like this but generally
tne Asians are being treated
very kindly by local people.”

There about 1,400

came

were

Asians in the camp yesterday!set up for them at the Con-!
it was gregational Hall.

and Brig. Beyts said

church.

A variety of entertainmen
is being organised for th
refugees. The Salvation Army
have arranged a full programmys
of events in the evenings anc
on Sundays the local Counci
of Churches holds a populat
united service in the dining
hall.

A daily bus service brings
the Asians into Newbury to
shop and a rest room has been

ASIANS
COSTING

Cost of setting up schools
for Asians at Greenham Air
Base will “ probably amount
to something in the order of
£16,000 over the next six
months.”

This is revealed by Thatcham
sounty ocouncillor Mr. Harry
Gray who added that the
Government had promised to
-epay this sum and 75 per cent
>f money expended on equip-
Tent.

He went on to say that hous-
ng and employment possibilities
n the area did not look encour-
1ging to the Asians, although the
juestion of housing was cur-
ently being considered by local
jovernment authorities.

Mr. Gray was optimistic over
slans for certain Thatcham area
-oads, pamw]mly Lower Way.
He said “The county council
sropose expenditure of about
£30,000 on Lower Way and a
vast amount of money on other
-oads.”

Referring to Thatcham’s new
>ommunity complex at Bath

SCHOOLS
£16,000

new public library ﬁlanned for'
1973/74 a cost of over
£20,000. He thought that the
new social amenities planned for
this area in the next few years
will go far to bringing about a
happier  situation over the
Memorial Playing Fields con-
troversy. y

“The complex will involve
all the community and get us
away from the unfortunate atti-
tude that exists with some of
the Thatcham clubs that the
playing fields belong solely to
them.” .

He said he had asked the
parish council to allow access
across the fields -for children
going to school and this had
been agreed.

Road Mr. Gray mentioned the *

19:10- %2

i REFUGEE‘ As.ian .cllildren

are getting their first
taste of life at am Mgl.is:h
school this week by joining
local youngsters for lessons
at Kennet School, Thatcham.

A dozen children from
the trapsit camp at Green-
ham are being
taken to and from the
Kennet daily in the school’s
mini-bus.

Different age groups are
going to the school every
day. They are “adopted”
by a pupil of their own age
and join in normal lessoms.

Headmaster Mr. George
Hurford says that when he
first learnt that Asians were
coming to Greenham he
asked his pupils in assembly
what they would like to do
to help. Inviting Asians to
the school was thieir own
idea.

“It is working extremely
well so far,” he said onm
Monday. “If any lessom is
too complicated for them
we allow our pupils to show
them around Thatcham or

take them around the
school.”
For the Asians it was

school as they have never
known it before. But nome
nf lfhem looked too worried.
“It is very different from
school in Uganda,” said one
young girl. “The boys and
girls here are very nice.”
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OFFICIALS at Greenham

Common transit camp

for refugee Asians hit back

this week at .“malicious”

rumours of a smallpox out-
break at the base.

There had been reports of
smallpox cases at the camp
and that refugees were taking
up so many beds in hospitals

that local people could not be
admitted.

“This is absolutely
ridiculous” declared Dr.
Robert Handy, Newbury’s
Medical, Officer of Health.

“We have found a few things
we did not expect but nothing
which is going to affeat the
public, nothing  which is
infectious and nothing we can-
not deal with. I am horrified
by these “stories.”

He said that about 10 people
have been taken to hospital
of which three - have been
pregnancies.

A number of the refugees
are suffering from coughs and
colds but he said this was
only to be expected when they
had come to a colder climate.
The dry atmosphere at Greenr
ham caused by central heating
being set “intolerably high by
European standards” ‘was a
contributory factor.

“I want to put a stop to
these rumours because
otherwise when these people
come into, towns we are
going to get the situation
where people feel they have
to cross the streeét to keep
out. of their way.”

Similars comments came
from Brig. Bill Beyts, the
camp’s chief administrator, It

is just malicious,” he said. “I
suppose you are bound to get
a few people who spread
stories like this but generally
the Asians are being treated

very kindly by local people.”

There were about 1,400
Amans inn the camp yesterday
- |

W Y R 1 Takemaell " T Sds i o

‘and homes, or youn'gsters with:

-1

S (S
impossible to predict when
they might reach the 1,600
capacity.

Already 1,000 refugees have
moved on from the camp
since - it opened” a fortnight
ago. Most of these have gone
to homes of friends or to
accommodation fixed up . by
friends elsewhere in  the
country. v

The Department of Employ-
ment officials at the camp
have so far placed three men
and three women in jobs else-
where in the country.

A spokesman said yesterday
that it was proving quite a
slow process because of time
lags bettween applications for
jobs and replies being received
from employers. PEven then
accommodation had still to be
arranged by re-selttlement:
officials.

The process is now getting
into full swing and he expects
a lot more people to be placed
in  coming  weeks Some
employers are going along to
the base to interview refugees
themselves. !

Brig. - Bewts hoped that bv
the  beginning of next year
there - would be only a few
refugees left at Greemham.
These would be likely to be
problem families wilthout jobs

no parents.

‘There has been a tremen
~dous response to the appeal
for clothing, toys and other
equipment for the camp and
a lorry had to be called ir
to clear a huge pile of these
items from the  parist
church. :

A variety of entertainmen
is being organised for th
refugees. The Salvation Army
have arranged a full programmy
of "events in the evenings anc
on Sundays the local Counci
of Churches holds a popular
united service in the dining
hall.

A daily bus service brings
the Asians into Newbury to
shop and a rest roomy has been
set up for them at the Con-!
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| Ugandan Asian camp at

MoH AGAIN
DENIES ASIANS
SMALLPOX
SCARE

NEWBURY’S Medical

Officer of Health, Dr.
Robert Handy has again
denounced wunfounded
rumours that there was a
smallpox outbreak at the

Greenham,

Dr. Handy was explaining to .
members of the South Berks.
joint health committee the pro- !

| cedure undertaken to medically
/| “screen” all refugees who!

arrived at the camp.

Working with a doctor from
the county council, Dr. Handy

i screened the Asians for three -

' purposes. The first of these was
|to check- any possibility of
i infectious diseases such as
| smallpox but he told the com-

' mittee that * there was abso-'

~lutely none at all and at no
time was there ever any public
"health danger.”

. He said that several Asians

'had gone to hospital but this'

was as a result of the second
| purpose of the check—to find
any acute individual conditions
such as pneumonia and diabetes.

He said that diabetic cases
among the Asians were con-
siderably high and he felt that
the cause was genetic. :

The third reason for th
medical checks was to look, for
long - term  conditions which
might affect the Asians’ ability
to travel. :

Apart from "a. few stragglers
‘who will be seen as they

arrive, checks on all Asians]|

have now been carried out and

their general state of health is| °

reasonably good.

st
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Churches praise
 airbase efforts
~ to help Asians

ADMIRATION for the way in which the welcome to
Ugandan Asians had been organised at Greenham
airbase by the social service units and voluntary organisa-
tions under the direction of Brig. W. B. Beyts was
expressed in a resolution unanimously adopted at the
tenth meeting of the Newbury Deanery Synod on Thurs-
day. The resolution went on to pledge:the full support
of the Anglican parishes in the Newbury Deanery to the
operation through to its conclusion. !

.

Synod welcomed to its meet- . 3

ing the Rev. David Ratcliff who 1in¢ With the proposed new
was deputising for the circuit 10¢al government area. The
minister of _the Newbury- Parishes —of =~ Midgham and
Hungerford Methodist Circuit, ' Brimpton are, however, shortly
Anglicans and Methodists in L0, be transferred to the Brad-
the Newbury area have agreed field Rural Deanery.

to exchange delegates to their
respective quarterly meetings
as cne step towards their closer
identification  following  the
collapse of the scheme for the
reunion of the Anglican and
Methodist churches.

The priiripal business was a
debate on @ motion proposed
by the Rural Dean the Rev.
W. R. Birt, which ~cxed Synod
to set up a committ s ™1,
resolve the financial p: “lems
now facing the Church.

The Rural Dean read a letter !
from the Diocesan Board of
Finance which warned of a 20
per cent increase in 1973 in the
¢ quotas ’ required from parishes
for the maintenance of the
Anglican  ministry 1n the
diocese. He gave facts and
figures showing that in fact|
parishes received back for the|
maintenance of the ministry far
more than they paid out: and
also pointed out that in the
Newbury area the church
was already committed to a
thorough-going re-appraisal of
its own structures and expendi-
tures on church buildings,
vicarages and clergy stipends.
He urged representatives to
carry the message back to their
parishes that congregations must
be ready both to give more
generously to the maintenance
of the ministry and to partici-
pate to the full in all moves to
raionalise resources of man-
power and money.

-

Reports from two of the new
Deanery ‘Action’ Groups were
given a warm welcome by
Synod. Mr. E. C. Higgins
(Brightwalton) gave a review of
the work so far achieved by the
Social Responsibility group, and
Lt.-Col. W. B. E. Brown
(Peasemore), chairman of the
Deanery Pastoral Committee

inforrr}ed Synod that it w o




A SCOUT soon Dbe-

came a tenderfoot
when he = mimicked
young Asian refugees
playing soccer in their
bare feet at the Green-
ham Common resettle-
ment camp on Saturday.

Although some wore
shoes or football boots
many of the refugees played
in bare feet in matches
against the 7th Newbury
Cubs and Scouts.

soccer

Two matches were played
and ‘in the end honours
were even.

In a match against a
junior side, ,who were  prac-
tising for a match against a
local school this week, the
Cubs and Scouts started
sirongly and were 2-0 up at
the interval but in an even
second-half they only man-

aged to beat the agile
Greenham ’keeper ~once
more,

The Cubs and Scouts then
took on an older side and
were rather outclassed. The
local youngsters managed to

- hold them until the interval
but then conceded two
goals.

For 7th Newbury. the
three = Abernethy brothers
made a fine attacking trio
and Nick Cook, in defence,
was fearless in stopping
attackers much larger than
himself,

. “Both games were played
in a fine spirit,” commented
Group Scout Leader Ajan
Hunt. “ Greenham Common
had a number of natural
athletes and good individual
players and with the team-
work that comes from ex-
perience should be formid-
able. It is hoped to play a

| return match in two weeks’
time.”
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Asians invited
to Chlevele ‘
fireworks display

N INVITATION is to be sent to the Ugandan A51ans
! at Greenham to attend the Chieveley Guy Fawkes
and Fireworks Display, which will this year be held on
Saturday, November 4. The proposal which was made by
Dr. P. D. Arnold, was readily agreed at the annual meet-
_ing of the Chleveley Centre on Monday %

The evening’s = programme
will begin with a Guy Fawkes
competition, and there will be
an entertainment in the hall
after the bonfire and fireworks,
which: will .as usual be held
under carefully controlled: con-
ditions to ensure safety. ;

Presenting the accounts for
the year ending April- 30, -the
treasurer, Mr. Tom Bower,
said that the excess of income |
over expenditure was £416—
the best it had ever been. The A
centre’ had. succeeded ! in{ !
remaining independent, but he |,
- could .foresee that it might be |
necessary some time in.  the
future to go to .the parish |:
council for help. Meantime, | :
the centre depended on con-|
tinued voluntary effort, the|]
principal fund-raisers being} x
bingo, ' fireworks, the annual|
fete, and the dances run by| ¢
Mr. Booker. 4

Reports were received from
the various sections. Mr. '
Powell reported that materxal
for new, fireproof . curtains]

:had been obtained, and the!

total cost, including ‘making

them up, would be around 35

| £250. Discussions about the RN L et ) /
possublhty of providing a new :

, cooker, had shown that there

' was little need for this, and

i the money had been d1venteld.
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. . The annual _ 'f 3
| cadet training day, D
| Ambulance _cad€
bourn included ins
,-th\e use and operatio
sets, - lifting and WS
stretchers and & SP®
. door exercise.

Tndoor  instructi
place in Lambou

Centre _and Lafm
Memorial Hall. Hot
other refreshments
vided in the latter ha

The whole -opern
planned and supervise
area staff officers R. |
|and. Mrs. P. Nuget
were -assisted by
| officers and member:
divisions of Western

More than 50
| part from the Wanta
Hungerford, Lambbo
cot, Shrivenham and
divisions.

Interested obser
three Ugandan Asia
St. Io’hxri ﬁl-e}ﬁ'ljepsl i
their former activiti
contacted local St, °
bers when: the latter
forming duties at
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UALIFIED Asian
S teachers among the
refugees from Uganda are
not ' allowed to help teach
Asian children at the
Greenham Common Air
Base, it was revealed on
‘Friday. The Ugandan
Resettlement Board has
ruled that none of the
Asians can be employed as
salary-paid teachers at the
present time.

The matter was raised on
Friday at a meeting of
Berkshire’s Education Com-
mittee in Reading by Maj.
Harry Gray of Thatcham,
who understood that a
number of Asians: at the
camp at the moment were
teachers.

“1 also understand that these
teachers are not permitted to
take part as paid staff in the
teaching :of children at the
camp,” he added. He asked if
he could have more informa-
tion on the situation.

It was confirmed that the
County had drawn the attention
of the Department of Education
and Science to the fact that
there were qualified teachers
among the refugees.

The chairman of the com-
mittee, Ald. James Francis said
that the Resettlement Board
had made it quite clear that
these teachers were not to be
employed as salary-paid. staff at
the moment. The Department
of Education were aware that
the county council were more
than willing to make use .of
their qualifications at the camp.

The cost of staffing the special
school . set up for the . Asian
{ ehildren at Greenham would be

ASIANS
TEACHING

about £32,000 in a year, an
education sub-committee has
reported. The cost of providing
books, stationery and materials
for the 150 primary school and
220 secondary school children

‘'will be about £1,350 for s1x

months.
A sum’ of nearly £1,000 will
also be required to provide

lectures and classes at the
South Berkshire College of
Education for the older

refugees.

Berkshire will be repaid in
full for any revenue expenditure
necessary for the refugees and
there will also be a 75 per cent
repayment on any capital ex-
penditure.

At Friday’s meeting com-‘

mittee members recorded their
appreciation and congratula-
tions to the-staff for the speedy
way in which they had set up
the educational facilities at the
camp.
The school at Greenham was
the first school of its kind to be

opened in the country, the
chairman of the county council,

Ald. Richard Seymour said  at"

Saturday’s meeting of the

county council in Reading.

It was opened within 48 hours
of the first arrival of refugees at
Greenham and now caters for
370 children between the ages
of five and 16, he went on.

* “TIt has become necessary to
run the school in two shifts in
each day. It is hoped, how-
ever, that more accommodation
will be made available and this
will make it possible to return
to. .a normal school working
day.”

Ald. Seymour said that apart
from the school special instruc-
tion was also-being given to 30
students who were working for
their GCE ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels in
a variety of subjects.

Playgroups for children under
five were organised in accom-

modation adjacent to the|
school. There were 40 children
in two groups under the control
of the social services depart-
ment, with the work carried out
by .a paid supervisor and ‘ten

volunteers. | :

The chairman told the
council that up to last Friday
2,598 Asians had been received
at the camp. ' Of these 1,495
were still there and 1,103 had
moved on.

The work being done by the
county council departments was
not only providing ' necessary
services, but was doing much to
maintain  the morale of the
immigrants, he said. .

“I should like to congratu-
late all members of the staff!
concerned and I am sure they
would wish me to say how
much they are indebted to the
large number of voluntary
workers who have given . so
unstintingly of their time and
energy.

It seems likely that the camp
will remain open for some
months and during that period
‘the council’s services will con-
tinue to give all the support
they can to' Brig. Beyts, the
camp . administrator, and his
staff,” added Ald Seymour.

Speaking later .at Newbury,
Mr. Gray again referred to the
non - employment of Asian
teachers and said - he believed
a similar state of affairs exists .
with Ugandan Asian doctors. '’
He said “It is important that
the arrangements  for the
Asians at Greenham be con-
sidered as purely temporary
and that the annual salaries
planned for the assistant
teachers now employed at the
camp amounted to some
£27,000 over the next year,
these teachers are being drawn
from the local area.”

Mr. Gray thought that the
employment of Asian teachers
as paid staff would be a practic-
able thing to do. A The main
reason for non-employment of
Asians appeared to be the need'
to use local teachers who could
better explain the new environ-
ment to the Asians.

Mr. Gray said an additional
objection was that the Asians
may not move on. to perman-
ent homes as quickly as one
would wish, it might take much
longer  than the initial = six,
months. “ Certainly ‘we must
|meet our moral obligations to
| these people but Greenham is
fonly a temporary  transit
arrangement and a long-term
permanent estabhshment must
not be allowed to grow.’

He thought that the use of the
Ugandan Asian teachers as tem-
porary paid staff would under-
line the temporary nature of the

camp.
“Y am also concerned that a
more definite ! assurance - be

given as soon as possible that
the money being spent on the
resettlement arrangements will
be refunded by the government
and that this is in turn re-
ﬁovered from the grants we
ave promised directl

Uganda Governm ame ”y to the'




